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filmaga. 

Lea  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprim«e  sont  filmis  en  commen^;ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
derniAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat.  se:on  le  caa.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
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de  Tangle  sup*rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  ^  droite. 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
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de    this   statement    that    Cana- 


.liajis  shoulil  not  iiniU'itake  the  deepen 
inn  of  the  Wellanil  CaJial  from  l-ake  Krie 
to  Lake  Ontario  from  14  to  -''i  feet,  un- 
less thev  were  jneparetl  to  deejien  the 
Is  between   Lake  Oji- 
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tario  and    Montreal    to  the  same  depth, 
from  the  verv  hest  information 


l)ecause  ti 


aval 


hihlo,  whieh  I  am  l>oiin<l  to  regard  a 


authoritative,  phui,  estimates  and  a 
favourable  report  have  been  jnesented 
to  the  State  Senate  of  Now  York  for  the 
biiildinfl  of  a  21 -foot  waterwav  from 
Oswego  lo  the  IhnUon  Hiver.     Further- 


more, Uli 
•f    our 


juded  i.M  this  waterway  systei 


n«'ifjhl 


our    is    an     amoun 


t     of 


S4J, .')()(),()()()  set  aside  for  the  buildinK  "f 
a  21-foot  waterway  from  l-ake  Krie  to 
Lake  Ontario  witli   American   money. 

"If  this  is  true  we  ought  to  let  the 
Americans  build  this  canal  wjth  their 
own  monev.  and  save  our  l?:ir},(KM),()()0, 
and  1  believe  if  all  Canadians  concentrate 
on  the  (ieoifiian  Hay  route  ajid  build  it. 
our  .\nierican  friends  would  be  forced  to 
buil.l  the  deepened  Welland  Canai,  and 
the  other  waterway. 

"We  oupht  to  all  work  for  the  iti- 
tesrity  of  o\ir  Canadian  water  trans- 
jHirtation  a.'id  not  do  anything  that  will 
help  to  divert  our  exi«ort  antl  import 
business  tlirouijh  foreign  ports,"— 
I'ort    WiUiitnt    Hcralil. 


'      '  ONK  OF  THE  FIRST  ACTIONS  DKMONS- 
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-'       WHICH  THK  PltOJKCr  IS  HKI.D  WAS 
rVj^^  THK  I-'OLLOWINC.  PETITION  Tt)  SIR 

WILFRID  LAURIKK,  MIONKM  HY  UP- 
WARDS OF  ONK  IIUNDUKI)  MKMBKRS 
OF  PARLIAMENT  IN  UI04, 


The  Right  Honoitrablk 
Sir  Wiijprid  LAimiF.n,  O.C.M.(«., 
Premier: — 

We,  the  unilcrsiRnofl,  MotiilM'rs 
of  Parliament,  have  giveji  careful  roii- 
sideration  to  the  mi^jeet  of  Transporta- 
tion in  connection  with  the  proposed 
ship  canal  from  Oeorpiaji  Bay  by  Ottawa 
to  Montrf^al, 

It  is  clear  that  the  enormous  lake 
trade  which  exists  in  millions  of  tons  is 
impatiently  waiting  for  cuiicker  and 
cheaper  means  of  reachinR  the  Seaboard. 

That  since  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  a  result  of  careful  enqiiiry,  we 
have  been  convinced  that  a  waterway 
of  less  than  20  feet,  that  is  which  would 
not  allow  the  best  type  of  lake  freighter 
to  reach  the  Seaboard,  cannot  materially 
modify  the  existing  transportation  rates. 

That  the  French  River  and  Ottawa 
route  is  the  shortest  from  Western  Lake 
ports  to  the  Seaboard  by  400  miles  and 
has  by  nature  been  peculiarly  marked 
out  for  such  a  ship  canal,  consisting  as 
it  does  of  a  series  of  lakes  and  deep 
waterways. 

That  the  guarantee  of  interest  foe  a 
term  of  years  upon  the  smm  required  for 
constructing  a  20-foot  ship  canal  would 
be  a  comparatively  moderate  under- 
taking for  this  country,  with  its  immense 
resources,  and  having  in  view  the  vast 
development  of  trade  which  would 
necessarily  result  from  ite  construction 
and  operation. 

/That  with  a  moderate  toll,  which  will 
still  keep^the  cost  of  transportation  by 
this  route  at  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
present  lowest  rate,  a  profitable  revenue 
seems  to  be  assured,  proving  it  to  be  a 
sound  business  proposition. 

We  believe  that  the  opening  of  this 
Ship  Waterway  will  be  of  the  greatest 


a(lvtti.tage    to    the    Domuiion    wd    wiU 
l.rijig    us    both    commercial    prosperity 

"'vVe'thwSunj  desire  to  exprew  to  you 
our  views  luid  vejituro;t..  hope  that  y«.ur 
tiovernnu'nt  will  wk  the  authorUy  of 
I'ttrliameiit  .iMriiig  the  preseiit  Se»«on 
to  tukc  the  matter  iji  haiul  m  such  a 
maimer  ft«  yuu  may  consider  most  ex- 
noditious  wi<l  economical  for  brrngmg 
th.:  undertaking  to  a  speedy  rcaUiation. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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Malcoltu  Mc(iUFan,  .Sjuth  Middlesex. 
Arthur  \V.   Puttee,   Winnipeg. 
K.  A.  Pringle,  Cornwall  &  .'^torinont. 
K.  H.  Pope,  Coinpton,  Que. 
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"      O.  De-sMiaruis,  .St.  Jacques,  (Montreal.) 
.1.  K.  -Marcil,  .\cton  Vale,  Ba^ot. 
Henry  Ijovell,  .^tanstead. 


thp:  following  extr.\cts  .\re  taken 
fro.m  me.viorl\ls.  resolutions 
and  .messaoes  rix'eived  by  the 
canadlvn  feder.xtion  of  hoards 
of  trade  and  municipalities  for 
presentatk^n  to  the  govern- 
ment   during    the    past    few 
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MoN'TUKAL   ("ITV    COUNCIL: 

MoNTHEAL  Hoard  ok  Tkade: 

"River  and  Ctuial  Routes,  That  be- 
cause of  the  iinproveme.nt  of  the  P>ie 
("anal,  wliich  might  divert  to  Oswego 
traffic  pas.sing  through  the  Welhmd 
Canal,  the  deepening  of  the  Welland 
Canal  is  no  longer  advisable  a.nd  that 
instead,  the  immediate  pro.secution  of 
the  iL'ork  oj  deepening  and  cnnalling  the 
Frrneh  River  nhntild  be  mofif  energeticnilif 
adrocated,  and  thai  it  should  take  prece- 
dence of  (ill  other  works  in  connection 
with  trnnsportdtion." 

' '  Railways,  That  while  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  advocated  by  resolution  the 
extension  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
to  (Jeorgian  Hay,  and  still  believes  that 
such  extension  is  desirable,  the  Hoard 
most  earnestly  urges  that  the  deepening 
and  canallimj  oJ  the  French  and  Ottawa 
rivers  route  be  first  completed,  it  being 
bij  Jar  the  most  important  tcork  in  connec- 
tion tcith  the  transportation  interests  oj 
this  countri/." 

MONTUKAL   CORV    EXCHANGE: 

"Your  Committee  l)cing  asked  to  join 
jji  a  deputatjoii  to  urge  upon  the  Do- 


minion  riovernnient  the  iniiiiediute  neces- 
.sity  fur  the  huiidifig  of  a  new  WoHand 
Camil,  replied  that  liei.'ig  in  favour  of  the 
prompt  eojistruction  of  the  Georgian 
Bay  t'aiiai,  it  eould  not  he  re|)resented 
on  any  delegation  advocating  the  pre- 
sent building  of  a  new  Welland." 

MoNTKKAI,   ClIAMUHK    l)K    CoMMKUrE: 

"Are  of  opinion  that  this  work  is 
reiiuired  to  aid  in  the  development  of  an 

immense   ( imerce   by    faeilitating    the 

movement  of  the  i)ro(hicts  of  the  North- 
west to  Montreal  as  the  head  of  ocean 
navigation." 

"Helieve  fmtlier  that  the  execution 
of  this  project  will  bring  all  parts  of 
Canada  into  ch)se  and  more  intimate 
commercial  relations,  notably  the  Kast 
and  West,  as  well  as  Ca.'iada  and  the 
mother  country,  and  will  encourage  the 
ocean  steamship  companies  to  better 
their  service  In-  attracting  large  mod- 
ern ships  to  the  St.  Lawrence  route  thus 
improved." 

FkOKHATION  I)K  ("lIAMltUKS  UK  Co.M- 
.MKli(  K     I)K    QlKllKC: 

{liepnscnling  the  following  bodies). 

Bcuuharnois,  Chaniliri'  <1p  ('oiiiincrco. 

Cliicuulinii,  OKurilirc  dc  C'oininercc  lie  .Sagucn.iy. 

l)riiini]>ondvill<',  ('hiiinlire  tir  Coniiiicrct'. 

FriLservilU',  Cliainhro  de  (-'omiutTcc. 

Hull,  ('hiiinbri'  dc  ('oniiiipnc. 

Juliet,  ("hamltn»  de  Corninerre. 

Lachine,  ("hainhre  de  Coimiieree. 

Ijir  MeKalitie,  Chainbre  de  Coniiiierrp. 

.MarieviUi',  Chainbre  ile  (  oininerce. 

District  de  .Montreal,  Chanibre  de  Cmnnierce. 

.Nirolet.   t'hainbre   de   ('ciinnieree, 

Quebec.  Chainbre  de  Ciiniinerce. 

Sherbrooke,  Board  of  Trade. 

Sorel,  Chainbre  de  Coniineroe. 

.St.  Ba.-<ilp  de  Portneuf,  Chanibre  de  Connnerce, 

St.  Hvaciiithe,  Chanibre  de  Conneerce. 

Trois-Hivi^re.«,   Chainbre  de  Comnierco. 

Ville- -Marie.  Chanibre  de  roninierce. 

".\pprove  the  constniction  of  the 
Cieorgian  liny  Caiuil  with  the  least 
possible  delay." 

"Are  convincetl  that  this  work  will 
give  Cajiada  »  great  agricultural  ami 
industrial  development,  owing  to  the 
immense  water  powers  which  it  will 
bring  to  the  iloors  of  the  industries  i,f 
Canada." 
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QiEBKC  CiTV  Council: 

"Gives  its  cordial  sup})()it  to  the 
rccommemiation  which  the  Canadiaji 
Federation  of  iioards  of  Trade  aiid 
.Municipahties  intend  to  make  in  favour 
of  tlic  great  national  undertaking,  the 
(leorgian  Hay  Ciuial." 

Sherbrooke,  Que.,  City  Council: 

"Harnestly  submit  to  the  C.overnment 
of  Canada  that  the  Georgian  Hay  Canal 
should  be  commenced  at  an  early  date 
and  completed  as  soon  as  possible." 

Three  Rivers,  Que.,  City  Council: 

"Wish  full  success  of  movement  for 
earlv  construction  of  the  Georgian  Bay 

Canal." 

Bruce  Mines,  Ont.,  To-a'n  Council: 

"Feel  very  strongly  that  the  benefits 
in  the  way  of  commercial  prosperity 
which  will  result  to  the  whole  Dominion 
of  Canada  by  the  building  of  the  Canal 
amply  justify  the  Government  in  under- 
taking at  once  its  construction." 

Port  Arthur,   Ont.,   City  Council: 

"Is  heartily  in  favour  of  the  earliest 
possible  construction  of  the  Georgian 
Hay  Canal,  believing  it  will  be  of  the 
highest  advantage  to  Canada  at  large  to 
provide  without  delay  navigation  facili- 
ties between  the  head  of  the  Lakes  and 
the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  which  will  enable 
the  largest  ships  now  employed  on  the 
Lakes  to  pass  freely  without  breaking 
bidk  between  the  Atlantic  Seaboard 
a!id  this  City." 

Ottawa  Board  of  Trade: 

"The  opening  of  the  thrcjugh  deep 
waterwav  from  Montreal  to  the  upper 
Lakes  by  the  Ottawa  and  French  llivers 
route  is  an  urgent  and  immediate  neces- 
sity for  the  preservation  of  commerce  in 
national  channels,  for  development  of 
notional  resources  and  for  creation  of 
national  strength. 

"Its  consti-uction  will  provide  needed 
facilities    for    and    result    in    enormous 


savings  in  moving  the  crops  of  the  North- 
west, will  greatly  promote  the  iron  and 
steel  industries  (if  the  Dominion  and  aid 
in  the  establishment  of  Canadiaji  ship- 
building on  both  the  Lakes  and  the 
Coast. 

"These  and  other  advantages,  such  as 
giving  needed  facilities  to  a  large  un- 
developed area,  fastening  Interprovi.Mcial 
commerce,  and  opening  a  safe,  sheltered 
and  direct  trade  route  through  the  heart 
of  the  country,  and  readily  defensible, 
should  give  this  project  umiestioned 
l)riority  in  ajiy  plans  for  the  further  im- 
provement   of    Canada's    waterways." 

St.  Romface,  Man.,  City  Coincii.: 

".\p])roves  of  the  construction  of  the 
Canal  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible." 

Rofvii.LK,    (iiE.,    Chamhke    de    Com- 
merce: 
"Strongly     support     immediate    con- 
structioji  of  the  (k-orgian  Hay  Cajial." 

St.    .John,     N.H.,    City    Coincie    and 
HoAHD  OF  Tkade: 
"Endorse   efforts   for  early   construc- 
tion of  Cieorgian  Hay  Canal." 

Saii.t    Ste.    Mauie,    Ont.,    Hoard    of 
Trade: 
"Cordially     support     Cieorgian     Hay 
Canal  scheme,  and  hope  efforts  to  secure 
early  construction  will  be  successful." 

Calcjary,  Alta..  City  Coincil: 

"Relieve  this  Canal  would  be  of  great 
advantage  in  the  matter  of  cheap  trans- 
portation  of  our   Western    products." 

CAE(iARY,  Alta.,  Hoard  of  Trade: 

"  Hndorse  Mayor's  message  favoring 
carlv  construction  of  Oorgian  Hay 
Canal." 


Clinton,  Ont..  1'res.,  Hoard  of  Trade: 
"Without  e.xcepliuii  the  most  im- 
portant work:  if  not  the  most  vital  to 
the  interests  of  Canada  that  couUl 
possibly  be  undertaken  by  any  Govern- 
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mcnt,  and  the  sooner  the  Canal  is  started 
and  completed  the  better." 

FoKT  William,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade: 
"Our   Board  is  vitally  interested   in 
the  matter." 

Kii.LARNKY,  Man.,  Board  of  Trade: 

' '  Wish  every  success  with  the  Govern- 
ment relative  to  early  commencement 
of  the  Canal." 

Neepawa,  Man.,  Town  Co.  ncil: 

"Are  ill  entire  sympathy  with  this 
movement  for  early  construction  of  the 
Canal." 

Kenora,  Ont.,  Town  Council: 

"This  Council  approves  the  movement 
for  early  construction  of  this  Canal. 

Urummondville,  Que.,  Town  Council: 

"In  full  harmony  with  the  movement 

for  early  commencement  of  the  Canal." 

Lachute,  Que.,  Town  Council: 
"Are  heartily  favourable  to  project." 

Caledonia,     N.    S.,     North    Queen's 
Board  of  Trade: 
"Are  in   cordial   sympathy  with   the 
movement  for  early  construction  of  the 
Canal." 

Sherbrooke,  Que.,  Board  of  Trade: 

"Entirely  approves  and  heartily  en- 
dorses the  project." 

PoRTNEUF,  Que.,  County  Council: 

"Approves  the  project  which  will  tend 
to  help  the  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country." 

Laprairie  County  Council: 

"Feels  that  the  Province  of  Quebec 
is  specially  interested  in  the  succesr,  of 
this  national  enterprise." 

.\rxprior,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade: 

"Considers  the  earlv  coi:struction  of 
the  Georgian  Bay  Canal  of  vital  and 
national  importance  to  Canada." 


SIMILAR  EXPKKSSIO.VS  TO  THE  ABOVE 
HAVE  HKE.N  RECEIVED  FROM  THE 
FOLLOW  I.\(i,  AMONC  OTHER  BODIES: 


Alinotitc,   Out  ,    Boiiril  of  Tru.|u. 

AiiihtT^t.  .N'.S.,  Ikiard  of  Trade. 

Ciiolie  Hav,  Out.,  Board  of  Trade. 

(.'i>l).ilt,  t)nt..  Board  of  Trade. 

('alleiider,  Oat.,  Hoard  of  Trade 

Cliiioiiiii.n,  Que.,  fhambre  de  Commerre. 

Diiriiiiiion  City,  .Man.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Kort  .Saskatchewan,  Alia.,  Board  of  Trade. 

<Jrarid    .Mere,   Que.,   Chambre  de  Commerce. 

Hull.  Que.,  Chambre  de  Coiiimeree. 

Halifax,   N'..S.,   Board  of  Trade. 

Jolictte,  Que.,  Chambre  de  Commerce. 

.Mattawa,  Out.,  Board  of  Trade. 

.Mooso  Jaw,   .Sask.,   Board  of  Traile. 

North  Bay,  Ont.,  Board  of  Traiie. 

I'arry  Sound,  Out.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Pembroke,  Out.,   Board  of  Trade. 

Pictou,   N.   H.,   Board  of  Trade. 

Qu'ApiJcUe,  Sask.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Renfrew,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade. 

St.  Hyaeinthe,  Que,  Chambre  de  Conimeree. 

Sturgeon  FalU,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Temi»carain«,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Tbesaalon,  Ont.,  Board  of  Trade. 

Aylmcr,    Que.,    Town    a)urieil. 

Arnprior,  Ont.,  Town  Council 

Almonte,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 

Arthabaaka,   Que..    County   Council. 

Bry.K>n,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Bottfield,  Ont.,  Town  Ojuncil. 

Brandon,   Man.,  City  Council. 

Bordeaux,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Buckingham,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Chicoutimi,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Coaticook,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Casselman,  Ont.,  Town  tVjuncil. 

Cache  Bay,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 

Campbell's  Bay,   Que.,   Town  Council. 

Cobalt,    Ont.,    Town    Council. 

Ciap.  vu.  Que,  Town  Council. 

Carleton,  Ont.,  County  Council. 

Chicoutimi,  Que.,  County  Council. 

t)aluniet  I.sland,  Que.,  Township  Council. 

Chapeau,  Que.,  Township  Council. 

Chapleau,  Que.,  Township  Council. 

Clarendon,  Que.,   Township  Council. 

Danville,  (iue..  Town  Council. 

Orurnmondvillc.  Que.,  Town  Council. 

i;ik  City,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 

Ferris,  Ont.,  Township  a>uneil. 

nn-aviilc,  Que.,  Town  Council. 

Gowganda,  Ont..  Town  Council. 

Uloucester,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
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dliii'i'  Buy,  N-  S.,  Ti)wn  Council. 
Iluwkesbury,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
Ilaileyhury,  Ont.,  Town  (-X»uncil. 
Hull,  Que.,  City  Council. 
Morton,   Ont.,    Township  (.^uncil. 
Iluwlaml.  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
Hawkcnliury,  (Jut..  Township  Council. 
Hull,  (juc,  Township  Coll. icil. 
•lurnc.^,  Ont..  Townnhip  (-'ouncil. 
Kcnt)ra,  Ont.,   Town  Ojuncil. 
l.uniMiburK,  \.  ,S.,  Town  Council. 
Lorixinul,  Out.,  Town  Council, 
lioiiituc  I'ointe,  yue..  Town  Council, 
l.itrhliflil,  t^uc,  Town.-Hhip  Council. 
M;ixville,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
.Multuwa,  Ont..  Town  Council. 
.McMab,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
.Motjcton,   \.  B.,  TotTu  Council. 
Montebello,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
.\lot).sfl  Jaw,  Susk.,  City  Council. 
.North  Bay,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
.Vfw  I,i.tkcaril,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
.Vavan,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
North  Gower,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
(Jttawa,  Ont.,  City  C'liuncil. 
Onslow,  (iutv.  Township  Council. 
I'urry  Sound,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
I'cinbrokp,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
l'arrsl)on),  .V.  .S.,  Town  Council. 
I'ortage  ilu  Fort,  Que.,  Town  Council, 
I'lantagvnet,   Ont.,   Township  Council. 
Pembroke,  Ont.,   Township  Council. 
I'ointe  aux  Trembles,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Poinle  Claire,   Que.,   Town   Council. 
Point  Fortune.  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Pontiac,  Que.,  County  Council. 
Quyon,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Uimouski.  Que..  Town  Council. 
Renfrew,  Ont.,  Town  Council. 
Itockland,   Ont.,   Town   Council, 
liock  Island.  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Sturgeon   Falls,   Ont.,  Town  Council. 
•St.  Euatache,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
.Shawville,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
■Steelton.  Ont..  Town  Council. 
St.  Isidore,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Springer,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
Terrebonne,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Templeton,  Que.,  Township  Council. 
Torbolton,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
Tehkummah,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
Webbwood,    Ont.,    Town    Council. 
Widdifield,  Ont.,  Township  Council. 
Windsor,  N  S.,  Town  Council. 
Waterloo,  Que.,  Town  Council. 
Wetaskiwin,  Alta.,  City  Council. 
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THE  PUKMIEH. 

"Haf)|)ily  CaiuKla  is  not  un*ipr  the 
biinlens  of  niilitarisin  that  affoctod  Ku- 
rope.  Ucr  chief  itom  of  PxperKiitmc  is 
in  creating  routes  for  her  commerce. 
.She  has  to  complete  her  railway  system, 
and  build  the  Cenrgian  Hay  Canal."— 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  at  Imperial  Conftr- 
rncc,  1907. 

Keplying  to  a  deputation  of  the  City 
('ouncil    of    Montreal,    in    July,     1908 
'Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  said:  '  ' 

"He  could  not  conceive  of  any  two 
views  on  the  subject  of  construction. 
The  route  was  naturally  the  great  outlet 
of  the  West,  nor  could  he  see  any  rival 
of  the  Canal."  ^ 

"If  the  Ceorgian  liay  Canal  is  in  vour 
hearts,  it   is  just   as  much  a  scheme  of 
my  heart.     It  is  not  a  scheme  for  North 
Hay    alone.     It    interests    the    City    of 
Montreal.     It   interests  all   who  inhabit 
the    banks    of    the    .St.     Lawrence.     It 
interests  the  men  who  till  the  .soil  an<l 
raise  the  wheat  in  the  Western  Provinces. 
They  need  the  shortest,  best  and  cheap- 
est route  to   the   market.     .\nd  it  goes 
without   saying   that  the   shortest,   best 
and  cheapest  route  is  the  Georgian  Bay 
Canal. 

If  Providence  spares  me,  and  the 
Canadian  people  leave  me  and  my 
friends  at  the  head  of  affairs,  it  will  be 
our  duty  to  take  up  the  Georgian  Hay 
Canal  as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the 
country  permit  us."  .Si>  Wilfrid  Lau- 
rier, at  North  Ha.;,  1908. 

"My  only  regret  is  that  the  C.overn- 
meiit  cannot  commence  the  Georgian 
Hay  Canal  tomorrow.  I  shall  be  very 
liappy  if  I  can  see  this  great  nationa'l 
enterprise  accompHshed  under  mv  ad- 
ministration as  I'rime  Minister  of  Can- 
ada."—6'(>  Wiljrid  Laurier  in  replu  to 
deputation,  March  2,  1910. 
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"All  wore  agrord  that  the  rcinstriic- 
tioii  of  the  Canal  wciukl  bo  in  th«'  intorosts 
of  the  whole  country." — //«w.  H'm. 
PugsUi,,  liMO. 

"The  project  of  a  il«Tp  waterway  from 
the  (Ireat  Lakes  to  .Montreal,  all  British, 
was  a  most  fascinating  one,  and  he  de- 
sired to  be  counted  among  the  sup- 
porters  of   the  enterprise. 

"It  is  one  of  the  l)ig  things  we  will  do, 
and  do  in  the  near  future." — Hon.  IT.  S. 
Fielding,   Fehruarii,    HMO. 

"That  is  a  great  work  and  will  l)e  met 
in  due  time  by  this  (lovernment,  which 
has  always  hafl  the  courage  to  meet  and 
grapple  with  great  j)rojects.  ' — Hon.  G. 
P.  Graham,   li)IO. 

"I  am  fully  convinced  tiiat  if  the 
largest  lake  ves.sels  will  be  able  to  navi- 
gate upon  it  a  solution  of  our  transporta- 
tion will  be  reached."—.)/.  J.  liutler, 
reccnthi  Drpulji-Ministrr  of  /{ailwaii-s 
and  Canals. 

"We  have  our  internal  waterways. 
We  nmst  endeavour  to  shorten  the 
distance  between  Georgian  Bay  and  the 
seaboard  and  improve  the  routes  so  as 
to  make  traffic  cheaper." — Sir  Thomas 
Shaughnessi). 

"Our  lake  and  ocean  carrying  tra<le 
should  be  carried  on  by  our  own  people 
as  far  as  possible,  in  Canadian  ships, 
owned  t)y  Cana<lians.  It  does  not  seem 
to  me  that  there  could  be  a  more  patriotic 
aim  than  to  endeavour  to  keep  Canadian 
trade  in  Canadian  channels." — Hon.  \Vm. 
Pugslei/. 

"Our  wheat  supply  will  soon  be  a 
huge  proposition,  and  we  must  provide 
facilities  to  handle  the  surplus.  If  we 
do  not  it  will  find  ati  outlet  otherwi.-* 
than  throuirh  Can.adian  chaiinels.  Acre- 
age in  the  West  is  going  to  increase 
rapidly,  so  that  we  cannot  delay." — 
Jas.  Carrulhers,  Montreal. 
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"«I(MMMM),(MM)  w,,wl.|  1.0  woll  npont".— 
I  ir  1(11  ill.  Ha.,  Tiiiiis. 

"A  Ki-.-al  thiiiK  for  Caiiadn."— I'on- 
courcr,    /ij.,    I'rorincr. 

"WouM  !.(«  <,f  nlmost  incalculal.Io 
horiofit  to  Canada  from  a  cominercial 
standpoint."   -Nvlmn,  B.C.,  News. 

"It  will  !.(>  worth  tho  (-(wt."— //cira/v/, 
Sash.,  Chninirli. 

' '  Is  of  particular  interest  to  the  West." 
— linjina,  Sash.,  Lender. 

"IVs.sinfiitselfupon  public  attention." 
Orillia  'J'idhs. 

"There  is  a  very  general  desire  to  have 

this   work    undertaken."— Prnt/flnwfasAr 
Herald. 

"Is  a  ilevelopnient  of  the  .St.  Lawrence 
route  as  much  as  the  dee[)ening  of  the 
Soo  Canal."  — .S7.  .Mari/'.s  Anjus. 

"Destined  to  he  as  great  a  national 
highway  us  the  Mississippi."  -7V,raH/o 
Glohr. 

"Will  he  Canada's  greatest  and  best 
asset. ' '—Pembroke  ObKcrrer. 

"Will  help  to  place  Canada  on  the 
world's  front  street."— .S/m/>(y/  Herald. 

"The  project  is  an  attractive  one."— 
Brantford  Expositor. 

"Would  virtually  control  the  vast 
traffic  of  the  Northwest."— .l/ow/mi/ 
Trade  Bulletin. 

"Wouhl  he  of  immense  benefit  to  the 
Dominion."— .1/ow/m;/   Shareholder. 

"At   no    point    along   its    course    can 

«.  .1 ,  ,  ^'■'''  "^  ^'"^  American  hand. 
Will  be  the  true  salvation  of  the  countrv  " 
— Montreal,  La  I're.sse. 

"Its  speedy  jom[)leti<)n  is  of  very 
great    impoiianca.'' -AJiiehee    Chronicle. 

"Undoubtedly  a  great  project."— 
St.  John,  .\.B..  Globe.  »     J      • 
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"The  Ottawa  Uivor  is  a  gift  <if  nature, 
wliost'  \aiiu'  can  scarce  lie  i»v«T-«'.sti  muted. 
It  sooiiis  (li'stincfl  t(i  Ix'a.snicat  a  national 
liinhway  as  the  Mississippi  and  its  value 
as  a  sdurre  of  electric  power  will  also  \>c 
an  important  national  asset." — Toronto 
(ilohc. 

"  .Nature  has  l>een  generous  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  north,  aiul  its  long 
stretches  of  navigul)le  water  are  among 
the  Dominion's  most  valuable  assets. 
These  stretches  arc  of  a  sufficient  depth 
for  the  largest  vessels  «n  the  upper  lakes, 
and  once  they  are  coiuiected  hy  canal 
construction  there  will  he  a  water  route 
from  I'ort  .\rthur  and  Fort  William  to 
Montreal  no  more  circuititus  than  the 
average  route  by  rail  on  this  continent."— 
Toronto  Olobe. 

"Sir  William  Van  Home,  who  ought 
to  know  something  about  it,  says  that 
his  own  line,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, cannot  compete  with  the  water 
route  through  Lake  Superior  and  Geor- 
gian Hay  for  the  freightage  of  grain. 
V\at«r  carriage  is  always  cheaper  than 
rail— every  farmer  knows  that.  We  have 
the  i)est  waterways  naturally.  We  can 
l>uild  a  canal  across  to  the  Ottawa 
Uiver  which  would  put  the  Erie  out  of 
business  at  a  IjIow."— 6Vat'n  Shipper, 
Kingston. 

"If  the  .\niericans  deem  it  important 
to  spend  $1(K),(W)0,000  on  a  barge  canal 
and  $20(),(J(J(),00()  on  another  scheme  of 
inland  waterways,  it  becomes  Canadians 
to  face  the  possibility  of  having  their 
rightful  inheritance— the  carrying  trade 
of  the  greater  half  of  this  continent- 
wrested  from  it  never  to  be  regained,  and 
to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  cinch  the 
prize  once  and  forever." — Ottawa  Citizen. 

"  Canada  is  rapidly  forging  to  the  place 
of  the  first  wheat  exporting  country  in 
the  world.  The  transportation  of  this 
wheat  will  require  a  vast  expenditure 
and  any  (iuvurnment  that  i.-,  wise  will 
certainly  keep  looking  ahead  to  the 
future."  —  Winnipeg  Grain  Growers' 
Guide. 


16 


"Thp  (Ipor^iun  Huy  Cuiiul  is  a  national 
cntorpiisi',  iif  (jidiintic  |ir"|nirti<>!iH  uh- 
siircdly,  hut  nnc  that  thi*  nation  is  able 
fitr  aixl  that  will  advanco  licr  {•oinniorce 
almost  infuiit«'ly  when  accuMipiishod."-  - 
\n  pnva  fiiyixlir. 

"W'v  arc  Imililing  for  the  fiituio,  not 
for  a  few  months  or  ycjirs  and  'tho 
shortest  route  to  the  seal)oinr  will  in 
Rcnerotioiis  to  come  as  it  is  to-day,  Ik>  a 
mi>;hty  factor  in  the  comnKMcial  struggU' 
on  this  rontinont." — Kijnurillc.  Ont., 
Star-KnlirpriitP. 

"  It  is  l)(>yond  contrailiftion  tin-  shortest 
an<l  cheapest  route  possible  between 
the  jjrain  fields  of  the  western  prairies 
and  Atlantic  tide-water. 

"  \Ver<'  the  (leornian  Hay  ("anal  oneo 
undertaken  the  boom  it  would  fjive  to 
our  ureal  North  ami  West  wovdd  be 
heralded  from  coast  to  coast,  and  popula- 
tion would  flow  into  Canada  as  never 
before."     Motilrnif  Tnulc  liiiirir. 

"If  our  govcrninetit  coidd  recognize 
the  tremendous  j)ossil>ilities  of  the  in- 
crease of  trade  to  this  country  l>y  the  con- 
struction of  the  (Jeorpan  Hay  Canal, 
ste])s  woultl  at  once  tie  taken  to  accom- 
plish this  much-needed  project  which 
would  settle  for  all  time  the  supremacy 
of  this  great  highway  of  commerce  from 
the  Great  Lakes  to  the  .Atlantic  sea- 
board over  all  otheis  on  this  continent. 

"The  government  could  not  undertake 
any  other  national  enterprise  that  would 
aid  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Canada  as 
nmch  as  the  l)uil<ling  of  this  much  talked 
of  and  greatly  needed  canal." — Mnnlrml 
Trndr  IhtlUtin. 

"The  Canal  should  be  constructed 
without  delay.  Th<>  (iovernment  shoidd 
not  hesitate  to  a.ssume  the  responsibility 
of  its  construction."-  .Wo/W/rai  Shaic- 
hnlfiir  it   Insurance  (lazttte. 

"The  open  ship  waterway  to  the  (ireat 
Lakes  will  divert  a  good  share  of  the  im- 
ports to  (he  N'orthwi-.stiTfi  Statc^,  arid 
give  us  all  the  return  ocean  freight 
space  our  wheat  and  flour  will  require". — 
Montreal  Journal  of  Commerce. 
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"  If    we    an*    to  spprid  million!*  iijxin 
r:iiiul>.  wt-  may  a>  wi-ii  <!<'  it  for  tlii>  f{»'ii«'nil 
ailvaiifap'  of  Cuitaila.  instead  of  to  thi" 
pailial    ailvantajji'  of  our    nt>i){l»' •»"•■" 
A'((//(/""/»s     Si  nlim  I. 

"CoiiM    not    fail    to   civr   a    «ifal    iin- 
|ictii>     to     I  lie     MaritiiiH'     I'roviiuM""." 
(iltin  liii'i  dim  III . 

"  I'liilialiiv  lit'  inoif  \aluf  to  N'ova 
Scotia  than  tin'  l.nililinn  of  tiir  (liaixi 
Tiunk  I'arilir  i.iilway."  Mimlimi  Min- 
imi Hi  i-iinl. 

"  b'-i  lioniinr^  iratTairo:*  ihi  Dotiiinion 
tout  I'liticr  as|iiicnt  a  la  con^tiuction  de 
wttc  iniuvfilc  voic  lluviaic."  he  in 
Quotiilini. 

"Th«>  opening  up  of  thi'dn-nt  Lakes  for 
the  first  time  to  ocean-poing  traffic 
wouM  lie  an  event  of  the  first  coniincroial 
magnitude."     [.nnilmi  Tinnx,  A'nf;.  .Si(/i/)/. 

"Should  j)rove  far  more  protitaKle 
than  the  I'anaina  Canal.  Tho  .stratgetic 
value  of  the  Canal,  which  gives  us  an  All 
Wed  route  to  the  head  of  the  (ireat 
Lakes,  ought  not  to  he  overlooked." 
I''iniinriiil  (ifiiiiion,  Lonilon.  Euii. 

"The  commercial  re(iuiremonts  of 
Canada  deman«l  that  our  (iovernment 
.shouli'  immediately  take  up  with  all 
seriousness  the  construction  of  a  .ship 
canal  connecting  the  waters  of  (ieorgian 
Hay  with  those  of  the  Ottawa."— F.  W. 
Thomson,  Fnitidcnt,  Ogilnv  Milling 
Comfxini/. 

"The  deepening  of  the  Welland  alone 
will  oidy  facilitate  internal  conmierce. 
It  will  leave  the  main  question  of  opening 
deep  water  comnmnication  with  the 
West  where  it  was.  The  road  to  the 
sea  is  tho  cru.\  of  the  situation.  Within 
a  year  of  the  deepening  of  the  Welland, 
we  should  have  a  demand  for  a  new  St. 
I.,awrcnce  canal  sy.^teni.  This  means  an 
undertaking  of  iar  greater  magnitude 
than  the  Georgian  Bay  Canal." — J.  A. 
Wilson,  in  Canadian  Courier. 
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"The  Georgian  Buy  Canal  is  an  ent«r- 
i)iise  in  which  every  part  of  Canada 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  will  have 
almost  an  equal  interest.  It  will  be  a 
luitional  un.lertaking  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word.  We  do  not  want  to  build 
up  American  commerce  and  American 
shipping  with  our  proilucts.  We  ought 
undc  no  circumstances  to  allow  Canadian 
commerce  to  be  deflected  to  the  United 
States  to  buil.l  up  cities  there  instead  of 
benefiting  our  own  country."-- Kan- 
couver  Province. 

"If  the  Ceorgiaii  Hay  Canal  were  com- 
pleted and  callable  o'f  accomnuxlating 
our  largest  and  most  modern  freighters, 
wheat  could  l>e  delivered  in  Montreal, 
at  2J  cents  yvv  bushel."  -Ca/^taiH  Nor- 
cross.  Diiluih. 
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AMERICAN  rilViiii  OPINIONS. 

"Caiiiula  holds  a  trump  can!  in  tlu> 
(JoorKiat)  Hay  Canal."— AVir  York  Siin- 
(liill  Urnild. 

"By  far  the  best  n.utc  for  a  deep 
waterway  from  the  upper  Lakes  to  the 
sea."— -Vcw  York  Emjinnrinq  Niws. 

"No  effective  competition  with  this 
route  appears  in  any  way  possible. 
When  in  operation  the  Buffalo  rout*- 
will  be  hopelessly  outclassed,  and  the 
St.  Lawrence  will  then  solve  ami  con- 
trol the  transportation  ccmditions  of  the 
continent."     Nev   York   Hcraid. 

"The  actual  transportation  distance 
from  the  Soo  to  New  York  by  way  of 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Erie  Canal  is  about 
twice  as  great  as  that  from  the  Soo  to 
Montreal,  via  the  projected  Ceorgian 
Bay  route.  It  is  estinuited  that  the 
cost  of  transporting  wheat  to  tide  water 
woul<l  be  reduced  by  at  least  :}\  cents 
per  bushel,  lietween  this  route  and 
its  21  feet  of  navigable  depth  and  the 
$ini,0()(),(JO()  gutter  across  New  York 
State,  the  odds,  as  a  business  enterprise, 
are  emphatically  in  favour  of  ^he  Geor- 
gian Bay  Canal."— AV'c  York  Sun. 

"The  Georgian  Bay  Canal  would  mean 
the  saving  of  from  one  and  three-fifths 
to    two    days    as    compared    with    any 
other    existing    water    route    from    the 
head  of  the  lakes  to  an  ocean  port.     It 
must    expect    to    encounter    opposition 
from  vested  intei-ests.     An  attempt  may 
be  made  to  show  that  the  money  needed 
would  be  better  spent  in  improving  the 
existing  Canadian  water  route,  but  on  the 
whole  there  is  so  much  to  be  said  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Georgian  Bay  proposal  that 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier's  prediction  that  it 
may  soon  be  taken  in  hand  seems  likely 
to  he  fulfilled."— A'ew  York  Suv. 

"The  proposed  Georgian  Bay  Canal 
if  placed  in  operation,  will  deprive  the 
United  States  of  millions  of  tons  of 
freight  annually  and  deeply  affect  our 
markets. ' '—Chicago  A  merican. 
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"To  tlic  Sun  tlic  ;i<lv;inta<;('.s  of  flic 
(ii'orpan  Hay  Canal  arc  so  oNvious  that 
it  (Iocs  not  for  a  nioinciit  r'onsiijcr  tlic 
[xissihility  of  the  Caiiailiaii  <  invcniiiiciit 
stalliiip;  off  the  work  under  any  j)retcxt." 
— Xnr  York  Sim. 

"The  entire  Xorthwest  is  u|)on  the  eve 
of  still  };rcatcr  'lcvelo|Hiient  and  ut:icss 
Canada  lays  out  to  jiarticipate  in  the 
transportation  of  the  traffic  that  is  to 
come  out  of  this  deveiopnient,  she  will 
l)c  left  utterly  out  of  tlic  runninj;. 

"In  addition  tr)  the  enormous  trafhc 
(  rifiinatinj;  in  the  American  .Middle 
Vv'cst  it  is  no  sfictcli  of  imji^iinaiioii  to 
predict  that  a  volume  ei|ual  to  this  will 
within  ilie  next  lifteen  years  he  cominp 
down  the  Lakes  from  the  Canadian  West. 
To  capture,  to  have  ami  to  hold  tiiis  iiusi- 
ricss  is  the  tiisl  ;im  of  tlio>c  wlm  aiU'ocatc 
the  construe;. Ill]  of  the  (Icoririati  Ha\- 
Canal. 

"If  the  jiroeni  ( io\-eiiinicnt  docs  not 
undertake  this  task  tlicii- successors  will." 
— ('/   Wiiniiiiri   ill  ('iilHir'x    W 1 1 1:1  If. 

"The  strat"i;icai  \aiuc  of  a  Canal  en- 
tirely throufih  Canadian  \errilory  from 
the  .seahoard  to  the  (Ireat  Lakl's  \nrr 
enoufjh  to  float  a  fleet  of  i)attlc-ships 
cannot  he  ov.'riookeil. 

"Canada  West  crie>  out  for  the  Canal 
for  the  stimulus  it  will  i)e  to  her  de- 
vclofunent,  and  otTcrs  a  rich  reward  for 
this  boon  of  cheap  watci-  transportation." 
— It.  hhinii  Riiufliil/ili  ill  Chicaqo  lit  cord 
f/ era  III. 

"This  .-clicuie  i-  (if  the  jircatcst  sijj- 
nilicancc  toChicafio.sivinf!:  her  practically 

a  fireat  ciicle  route  to   Livcij I,  savin<; 

(74  miles  o\-er  tlic  present  journey  l)v 
wax  of  New  ^drk."  ,/.  I'lmlr  (iood  in 
h'c/iini    III  t'liinii/ii   llailiiiur  Citmiuissici. 

"The  real  >tratc}rie  opening  out  of 
Lake  Huron  castwardly  is  hy  the  pro- 
jected (ieorjiian  May  Caiuil.  It  would 
seem  to  l>c  aide  to  put  iioth  the  Krie 
Canal  and   New  \drk  out  of  i)usiness  so 
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